[Production management on dairy farms: the road to the future].
In this paper the developments in the field of bovine herd health and production management are illustrated. The current use of herd health and production management methods in veterinary practices are illustrated, and a uniform concept for execution of herd health and production management programs is given. The expected future developments and the critical points in these developments are discussed. The changing role of the veterinarian in bovine practice with the application of herd health is outlined.